2010 ANN KOSKI PROFESSIONAL EXCELLENCE AWARD

The Wisconsin Federation of Museums is pleased to award the 2010 Ann Koski Professional Excellence Award to Bruce Pepich.  Bruce has been with the Racine Art Museum Association for 37 years, serving as executive director and curator of collections since 1981.  During the 1990s he built one of the premier contemporary craft collections in a North American museum.  The collection today consists of more than 5,000 works from internationally recognized artists.  He has organized exhibitions of local and regional artists including Watercolor Wisconsin, a statewide competition, and Wisconsin Photography, a triannual statewide competition.  He oversees one of the largest museum-based studio art programs in Wisconsin at both campuses, Wustum and the Racine Art Museum.  He has published several articles in a variety of publications and serves as a peer reviewer for AAM.  

He led the task of raising funds to open a second campus to house and exhibit the growing collection.  The Racine Art Museum opened in 2003 without a construction loan or debt.

In her letter of endorsement, Rebecca Martin, Senior Vice President of Academic Affairs of the University of Wisconsin-Madison, she wrote "Under his leadership, I have watched RAM grow from a regional museum located at the historic Wustum site, to a flourishing, nationally recognized entity with a new museum in downtown Racine.  By establishing the presence of the Racine Art Museum in the forefront of museums focusing on contemporary American craft, Bruce has brought considerable attention to Racine and Wisconsin."  Unfortunately, Bruce is currently our of the country and unable to be here today.  Accepting on his behalf is Bruce Bernberg, Past President of the Racine Art Museum's Board of Directors and current Vice Chair of the Wisconsin Arts Board.

2010 INSTITUTIONAL EXCELLENCE AWARD

The Wisconsin Federation of Museum's Institutional Excellence Award is presented to a WFM member organization for excellence in exhibit design, educational programs, institutional promotion or collection conservation or preservation.  The WFM 2010 Institutional Excellence Award is presented to the Monona Terrace Community and Convention Center.

Though not what most would consider a traditional museum, the Monona Terrace Community and Convention Center, the dream and design of architect Frank Lloyd Wright is a historically and architecturally significant building in Wisconsin devoted to keeping the legacy of Frank Lloyd Wright and his architecture alive.  The Community Relations Department of Monona Terrace strives to accomplish this through free educational programs for the community including the Wright Lecture Series which strives to teach the greater Madison community about popular Frank Lloyd Wright designs and current issues in architecture; the Froebel Block Workshops geared for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders to practice their architectural skills; and the Terrace Town program for elementary students to learn to interpret and communicate their ideas about architecture, city plans and maps.  In addition to the educational programming, Monona Terrace presents a wide variety of other events, from concerts to health and wellness programs that serve all ages.  Approximately 32,000 attend a free or low cost public interest event each year.  Fran Puleo writes in her nomination "Monona Terrace gives individuals of any age, from elementary school children to experienced business professionals, the opportunity to expand their architectural knowledge in a variety of fun and beneficial ways.  Exposing architecture to children and the great Madison public helps perpetuate Wright's powerful influence and encourages commitment to architectural learning programs."  Accepting on behalf of the Monona Terrace Community and Convention Center is Heather Sabin.

